
HOW TO DOWNLOAD AND READ A PATENT 

Let’s use U.S. Patent No. 8,641,525 as our example for this discussion. You can access the 
patent using either of the links provided below. However, the Google Scholar search engine 
is generally more user-friendly and provides quicker access than the USPTO site. 

http://patft.uspto.gov/; this link will get you the patent, but it will not show the patent in the 
form that counsel and the witness will be discussing. 

http://scholar.google.com/; this seems to be the best link for viewing the patent in the 
format that counsel will be referring to when identifying the document. 

https://portal.unifiedpatents.com/ptab/caselist?sort=-filing_date. This website lets you 
search IPR numbers, but also includes a link to the patent as well. 

https://portal.unifiedpatents.com/. This website address gets you access to the 
demonstratives used during the hearing itself. 

Once you’ve located the patent you’re working with, click Download PDF. This will give you 
the patent in the format that’s most convenient for reference. With the patent now at hand, 
let’s walk through how to read it and identify key information. 

On this particular patent, notice that the top left corner of the cover page indicates this is a 
United States Patent, with the first inventor’s name listed immediately below. Then to the 
right you will see the patent number, and version (in this example this is the B2 iteration), as 
well as the date the patent was issued. Frequently you will also see and/or hear reference 
to a patent issued by a foreign country. You should still be able to find that patent, if 
necessary, using the same steps outlined above. 

The next section provides a brief description of the patent along with the names of the 
inventors. Another key area to review here is the References Cited section, which lists any 
additional patents that are related to or referenced in this one, along with the primary 
inventor’s name. Be sure to check whether this list continues onto the next page.  Don’t 
assume all referenced names will appear on the first page. 

Next, we move to the Abstract section of the patent. This portion provides a more detailed 
yet concise overview of how the invention functions. You’ll often see numbers in 
parentheses within this section; these correspond to specific reference numbers shown in 
the patent’s drawings or figures. 

The next section of the patent typically contains drawings of the device or invention, 
referred to as Figures. Each drawing is labeled individually as a Figure; however, within the 
claims section, these may appear as FIG. or Figure. Be sure to check how the patent itself 
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references them and remain consistent in your transcript. Because patent litigation can be 
complex, using the same terminology as the patent not only helps inform the reader but 
also maintains consistency throughout the case record. 

The next section of the patent is the Background of the Invention, which is also where the 
claims begin. This section is often brief, so take a moment to read through it to familiarize 
yourself with the basic concept of the device at issue. You’ll often find useful language here 
that can help streamline your research and editing process. 

IMPORTANT: Notice that each page of the patent is divided into two columns, with a 
column number at the top of each and line numbers running down the center. This 
information is critical to understand. When counsel or a witness cites from a patent, they 
will identify the location by referring to the column and line numbers. 

As you review the patent, you’ll see that column and line numbers are never repeated, 
much like how your transcript uses unique page and line numbers. For example, if counsel 
says, “Dr. Smith, please look at column 3, line 12, and tell me what ‘bumpers’ refers to in 
this application,” you’ll know exactly where to locate that term. This helps ensure not only 
that you understand the context of the word but also that you spell it correctly in its proper 
usage. 

NOTE: To read the patent correctly, follow the columns in order: column 1, then column 2, 
column 3, and so on. If column 1 ends mid-sentence at the bottom of the page, the 
sentence continues in column 2 on the same page, not on the next page. 

Following this section is the Summary of the Invention, which provides an informative and 
more detailed description of the device. 

There may or may not be a Description of the Drawings section. If present, it provides a 
brief overview of the individual components of the device referenced in the patent; 
essentially, descriptions of the parts shown in the drawings. 

The next section of the patent is the Detailed Description of the Invention. This section is 
where most citations during a deposition or hearing will occur. When referencing it, you 
may need to read above or below the cited passage for context to ensure accuracy and 
consistency in your transcript. 

When preparing your transcript, counsel will almost always abbreviate the patent number 
to its last three digits. For example, Patent 8,641,525 would be referred to as the ’525 
patent. Note the apostrophe before the last three digits; similar to dropping “two 
thousand” or “nineteen” when referring to a year. 



Some terms that may be abbreviated in transcripts include: patent owner, patent 
owner’s response, one of ordinary skill in the art, a person of ordinary skill in the art, 
one skilled in the art, ordinary meaning, patent-in-suit, and unpatentability. 
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